HISTORY OF ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION



History of E. E.

 The roots of environmental education can be traced back as early as
the 18th century when stressed the
Importance of an education that focuses on the environment in Emile:
or, On Education.

» Several decades later, - a Swiss-born naturalist, echoed
Rousseau’s philosophy as he encouraged students to “Study nature,
not books.”

* These two influential scholars helped lay the foundation for a
concrete environmental education program, known as nature study,
which took place in the late 19th century and early 20th century.



* The nature study movement used fables and moral
lessons to help students develop an appreciation of
nature and embrace the natural world.

» Anna Botsford Comstock, the head of the Department
of Nature Study at Cornell University, was a
prominent figure in the nature study movement and
wrote the Handbook for Nature Study in 1911, which
used nature to educate children on cultural values.



A new type of environmental education,

, emerged as a result of the

Great Depression and Dust Bow! during the 1920s and

1930s. Conservation Education dealt with the natural

world in a drastically different way from Nature Study

because it focused on rigorous scientific training
rather than natural history.

e Conservation Education was a major scientific
management and planning tool that helped solve
social, economic, and environmental problems during
this time period.
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« The modern environmental education movement,
which gained significant momentum in the late 1960s
and early 1970s, stems from Nature Study and
Conservation Education.

« Environmental education was born of the realization
that solving complex local and global problems
cannot be accomplished by politicians and experts
alone, but requires "the support and active
participation of an informed public in their various
roles as consumers, voters, employers, and business
and community leaders*

e Ultimately, the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970 — a
national teach-in about environmental problems —
paved the way for the modern environmental
education movement.



e Internationally, environmental education gained
recognition when the UN Conference on the Human
Environment held in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972,
declared environmental education must be used as a
tool to address global environmental problems. The

(UNESCO) and
(UNEP) created three major
declarations that have guided the course of
environmental education.



Stockholm Declaration

o Capital of Sweden

e June 5-16, 1972 - The Declaration of the United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment.

* The document was made up of 7 proclamations and 26 principles "to
Inspire and guide the peoples of the world in the preservation and
enhancement of the human environment."



Belgrade Charter

» October 13-22, 1975 - The Belgrade Charter was the outcome of the
International Workshop on Environmental Education held in Belgrade,
Jugoslavia (now Serbia).

* The Belgrade Charter was built upon the Stockholm Declaration and
adds goals, objectives, and guiding principles of environmental
education programs.

|t defines an audience for environmental education, which includes
the general public.



Thilisi Declaration

o A city of Georgia

» October 14-26, 1977 - The Thilisi Declaration "noted
the unanimous accord in the important role of
environmental education in the preservation and
Improvement of the world's environment, as well as
In the sound and balanced development of the
world's communities."

 The Thilisi Declaration updated and clarified The
Stockholm Declaration and The Belgrade Charter by
including new goals, objectives, characteristics, and
guiding principles of environmental education.



e Later that decade, in 1977, the Intergovernmental
Conference on Environmental Education in
Thilisi, Georgia emphasized the role of Environmental
Education in preserving and improving the global
environment and sought to provide the framework
and guidelines for environmental education.

 The Conference laid out the role, objectives, and

characteristics of environmental education, and
provided several goals and principles for
environmental education.



